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Jan. 13, 2022 

Dear Families: 

As you know, COVID-19 rates are high throughout our community. As our schools reflect what is happening in the 
community, we are seeing high absenteeism in many of our buildings. 
 
Today, we announced that Shawnee Middle School and Abbett, Fairfield and Franke Park elementary schools will 
have an eLearning day on Friday, Jan. 14. All of our other schools will be in-person. These four schools are going to 
eLearning because they have an exceptionally high number of staff members out ill or in quarantine. While our 
goal has been to keep students in school as many days as possible, we also have to maintain a safe and healthy 
learning environment. 
 
We hope this short break for these schools will give enough time for students and staff to return to their buildings 

on Tuesday, Jan. 18 (all schools are closed Monday, Jan. 17, for the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday). And, we hope 

we don’t have to go to eLearning because of illness for any additional schools. However, we all need to be 

prepared for the learning modality to change quickly. Just as staff, students and families should be prepared for 

an eLearning snow day, we should also be prepared for an eLearning day because of a high number of staff 

absences. 

We are closely monitoring student and staff absence rates to determine if a school needs to temporarily move to 

eLearning. If that occurs at your child’s school, we will provide as much notice as possible. But, as we have 

experienced time and again during this pandemic, sometimes we have to make quick decisions. Thank you for 

your continued support and patience. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please use Let’s Talk on the FWCS website (www.fortwayneschools.org) to 

direct your comments to me or the appropriate school or department. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Mark Daniel 
Superintendent 

http://www.fortwayneschools.org/

