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HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS and parents/guardians of high school seniors, it is

college application season! Navigating the college application process can be

overwhelming if you do not have a plan and stay focused. Seniors must not only

narrow down college options and write creative, well-written college essays, but

also solicit letters of recommendation from counselors and teachers. We realize

that focusing on your curricular and co-curricular assignments and activities,

while simultaneously navigating the college search and college application

process, can be both exciting and stressful. As you prepare for the college

application process, please make sure you do the following:

-Speak with your guidance counselor regarding the college application process

and request transcripts and letters of recommendation early.

-Make a list of your selected colleges’ application deadlines.

-Utilize the Common Application at www.commonapp.org .

-Read the college application instructions thoroughly.

-Complete all sections of the college application.

-Make sure your college essay responds to the essay question.

-Check to see if the college requires an additional essay.

-Make sure you have at least two trusted adults proofread your college essay.

-Ask teachers, counselors, and others who know you well to write letters of

recommendation.

-Print a copy of your completed application and other important documents.

-Confirm that the college has received your application materials.

-ALWAYS ask questions if you are confused during the application process.

Shenita V. Bolton, Ed.S.

Director of K-12 College and Career Readiness

Phone: (260) 467-7257

Fax: (260) 467-1974
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Setting our Students up 

for SUCCESS!

Did you know that all 21st Century Scholars 

MUST complete all of their Scholar Success 

Program requirements in order to receive their 

scholarships upon graduation from high school? 

Don’t miss out on free money!

Contact Martin Murphy at 

martin.murphy@fwcs.k12.in.us

or (260) 467-2655
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Stephanie Carlson, GEAR UP Coordinator of Learning 

Partners and Programs

My time with the students at the Boys and Girls Clubs of  Fort Wayne is off  

to a great start! I have enjoyed working with the GEAR UP students in the Career Exploration 

class each Wednesday afternoon. Students are obtaining the skills, knowledge and ability to 

succeed post-secondary. Through lessons that focus on college degree options, job exploration, 

career pathways, and much more, students work together to determine their interests and future 

goals. Thank you to the Boys and Girls Clubs of  Fort Wayne for this incredible partnership. 
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College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP 

Internship and Job Shadowing Program

Are you social media savvy?  

Do you enjoy posting on the social media sites? 

Would you like to gain more experience in the 

area of social media and marketing? 

Cyclone Social: Marketing Internship

You will learn how to target the best audiences and format 

business messages with the use of photography, social media and 

website design.

Gigi’s Playhouse: Social Media Specialist

You will work with the program manager to decide on what to post 

on social media. You will also enhance your video and camera abilities as 

you gain communication skills and experience with community members, 

families and individuals with disabilities. 

The Renaissance of Spirituality: Blogger & Social Media Specialist

As a Blogger you will have the opportunity to research topics and 

be creative in writing about them on the company blog.

As a Social Media Specialist you will take part in planning, 

implementing and managing social media content, as well as posting 

content to social media sites on a weekly basis.

Check out the following opportunities!

Students interested in participating in the internship and job shadowing program should 

contact Angela Benge at angeliki.benge@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7296.

Fort Wayne Community Schools requires that each student who participates in an 

internship must complete an Internship Assumption of Risk Waiver and Release. This 

document requires signatures from both the student and parent(s).

mailto:karenkill@fwcs.k12.in.us


K-12 College and Career Readiness Student Advisors: 

Ashley Nichter, Otis Morris, ShaFonda Lewis, Andrea Schroeder, Timothy Robinson

Hello students and families of 

Jefferson and Shawnee 

Middle Schools!

My name is ShaFonda Lewis 

and I am your new K-12 

College and Career 

Readiness Advisor.

As I think about the upcoming 

year, I am hopeful that the 

students I work with will learn 

something new and begin to 

share that knowledge with 

others. 

Fun Fact about me: I 

attended Shawnee Middle 

School! 

You can contact me at:

shafonda.lewis@fwcs.k12.in.

us

Hello students and families 

at Lakeside and Northwood 

Middle Schools!

My name is Andrea 

Schroeder and I am your 

new K-12 College and 

Career Readiness Advisor.

I’m looking forward to the 

college and career events 

and engaging with students 

and their families this school 

year.

I have 4 granddaughters and 

a son that all attend FWCS. I 

love the outdoors, fitness, 

and the beach.

You can contact me at: 

andrea.schroeder@fwcs.k12

.in.us

Hello students and families of 

Miami and Towles Middle 

Schools!

My name is Timothy Robinson 

and I am your new K-12 

College and Career Readiness 

Advisor.

I am excited to meet all of the 

students this year and learn 

new things about them. 

Fun fact about me: I am a 

mobile DJ, and have been for 

about 3 years now. I love 

music and like to see people 

smiling and having a good 

time.

You can contact me at: 

timothy.robinson@fwcs.k12.in.

us 

Hello Students and Families of 

Memorial Park and Lane Middle 

Schools!

My name is Ashley Nichter and 

I am your new K-12 College and 

Career Readiness Advisor.

This year, I am looking forward 

to getting to know you all and 

building relationships! I am here 

to support YOU!

Fun Fact about me: I am a 21st

Century Scholar myself! 

Feel free to reach out to me or 

say “Hello” if you see me in the 

halls. 

You can contact me at 

ashley.nichter@fwcs.k12.in.us

Meet your Middle School College &

Career Readiness Student Advisors

Hello students and families of 

Portage and Kekionga Middle 

Schools! 

My name is Otis Morris and I 

am your new K-12 College and 

Career Readiness Advisor.

What excites me about the 

2021-2022 academic school 

year is the resilience of our 

students, and their willingness 

to learn. I am eager to help 

students create the reality of 

their personal vision.

Fun Fact about me: I have been 

to the Dominican Republic 8 

times!

You can contact me at: 

otis.morris@fwcs.k12.in.us 
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During the 2021-2022 academic year,

the FWCS Athletic Department is excited to

offer a program that highlights a partnership 

between NIFA and PAL Fort Wayne Football, 

in order to increase athletic participation

at a younger age.

This program will also help to prepare 

students for athletics as they mature and

grow. During this pilot year, FWCS has 

implemented this program in ten elementary

schools and is open to all 1st -3rd grade elementary students.

As interest increases, more schools will be 

added to the program.  

For additional information, 

please contact Virgil at

virgil.tharp@fwcs.k12.in.us 

or (260) 467-2111
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K-12 Athletic Alignment
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Kyle Bond, Family and Community Support Liaison

On September 14th, the FWCS K-12 College and Career Readiness team hosted the first Parent Trailblazer 

meeting of the year. The Parent Trailblazer meeting was an exciting evening of learning and connecting. The K-12 

College & Career Readiness team had an opportunity to really connect with our families on what our office can 

offer and how we can be of support in helping their student(s) prepare for college or a career of their choice. Also, 

families got the opportunity to learn more about the Parent Trailblazer program and everything that entails. As the 

family and community support liaison, it is my goal to ensure our FWCS families have the support they need to 

guide their student(s) along their academic journey. 

On Saturday, September 18th, the K-12 College and Career Readiness office partnered with Fort Wayne United 

to offer the “R.E.A.L Dad” workshop. The purpose of this workshop was to provide a platform for fathers and father 

figures to come together and grow as a group. These men received necessary resources, and identified 

opportunities where they could continue to play a vital role in their student(s) education, and social & emotional 

needs. 

Please contact Kyle Bond at kyle.bond@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7297 if you 

would like to become involved in our Parent/Guardian Trailblazer Program or 

other upcoming parent/guardian workshops and programs. 

mailto:kyle.bond@fwcs.k12.in.us
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K-12 Music and “b Instrumental” Program
Bruce Schneider, K-12 Music and “b Instrumental” Program Manager 

The school year is off  to a great start with instrumental music 

across the district. 6th grade students are selecting their 

instruments and starting to learn the first few notes. The “b 

Instrumental” program has added 40 new students since the 

beginning of  the school year. 7th through 9th grade instrumental music students 

can still sign up to receive a new or slightly used “b Instrumental” instrument to 

use until they graduate. Please see your instrumental music teacher to apply!  

After a 22-month pause due to Covid-19, all five FWCS high school marching 

bands are now performing and competing.  Please go out and support these 

students’ hard work!

For more information on the “b Instrumental” program, contact 

Bruce Schneider at bruce.schneider@fwcs.k12.in.us or 260-467-7280.

mailto:bruce.Schneider@fwcs.k12.in.us
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL

Ivy Tech Skilled Trades Exploration Fair October 1st, 2021 9-12th Graders

Defiance College Visit October 4th, 2021 11-12th Graders

Ball State University College Visit October 6th, 2021 11-12th Graders

Trine University Health Professions Day October 8th, 2021 11-12th Graders 

GEAR UP Fall Break Tour October 15-17th, 2021 10th Graders (GEAR UP)

Indiana Tech College Visit October 27th, 2021 9-10th Graders (GEAR UP)

Grace College Sportsmanship Leadership Summit October 27th, 2021 11-12th Graders (Athletes)

I-Career Day/Ivy Tech (Healthcare) October 29th, 2021 9-12th Graders

Indiana University College Visit (IU Groups) November 2nd, 2021 12th Graders (IU Groups)

GEAR UP Huntington/Manchester College Visit November 3rd, 2021 9-10th Graders (GEAR UP)

Latino Education Summit/College & Career Fair November 4th, 2021 9-12th Graders

I-Career Day/Ivy Tech (Agriculture) November 12th, 2021 9-12th Graders

I-Career Day/Ivy Tech (Business) November 19th, 2021 9-12th Graders

See your Guidance Counselor or Middle School College and Career Readiness/GEAR 

UP Student Advisor to take advantage of these opportunities!

Date High School
9:40 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.

Middle School 
12:10 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.

Middle School
12:10 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.

October 5, 2021 Northrop Shawnee Lane

October 12, 2021 South Side Kekionga Memorial Park

October 19, 2021 Wayne Portage Northwood

October 26, 2021 North Side Lakeside Miami & Towles

November 2, 2021 Snider Blackhawk Jefferson

Anthis Career Academy Visits for Middle School and High School
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Attention: FWCS Students

15 Years Old and Up! 

The Helen P. Brown Natatorium is HIRING!

Come and join the Helen P. Brown 

Natatorium Lifeguard Team!

FWCS’s Helen P. Brown Natatorium provides 

a work-based learning experience to fulfill 

graduation requirements for the Graduation 

Pathway #2: Learn and Demonstrate 

Employability Skills. The Helen P. Brown 

Natatorium provides their team with monthly 

professional learning in order to build their 

knowledge, critical leadership skills and 

confidence. Students will be able to carry 

these experiences and what they learn at the 

Natatorium into future employment. 
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FWCS students enjoyed a week of fun during College Go! Week!  

Students had a week of exciting events centered around different 

colleges and universities. They enjoyed games, door decorating 

and virtual college visits throughout the week!

Take a look at all of the events that took place during the week.
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Check Out Our GEAR UP Students during GEAR UP Week!

FWCS students enjoyed showing off their excitement for 

GEAR UP Week 2021! Students engaged in GEAR UP 

rallies, fun-filled classes, t-shirt days, trivia games, and 

virtual college visits. 

Here are some highlights of our GEAR UP week!
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(Current 9th & 10th Grade GEAR UP Students)
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(Current 9th & 10th Grade GEAR UP Parents/Guardians)
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Attention: High School Seniors!

The application process for the FAFSA opens on 

October 1st, 2021. Don’t wait! Let us help you!



Fort Wayne Community Schools
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Attention: FWCS Seniors and 

Families!
Don’t Miss this Opportunity! 



Fort Wayne Community Schools
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We are Here to Help!

(Current 12th Grade Students & Families)



Fort Wayne Community Schools
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Attention: FWCS Elementary and 

Middle School Students and Families!
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(Current 9th & 10th Grade GEAR UP Students)



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Shenita V. Bolton, Ed. S

Director of K-12 College and

Career Readiness

Phone: (260) 467-7257

Fax: (260) 467-1974

Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us

Karen Kill

College and Career Readiness/

GEAR UP Secretary

Phone: (260) 467-7287

Fax: (260) 467-1974

Email: karen.kill@fwcs.k12.in.us
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Please feel free to 
contact us 

to learn more about 
the 

K-12 College and 
Career 

Readiness/GEAR 
UP Programs!

SAT/ACT 2021-2022 Test Dates
“Every child deserves a 
champion: an adult 
who will never give up 
on them, who 
understands the power 
of the connection and 
insists they become the 
best they can possibly 
be.”

- Rita Pierson

mailto:shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us
mailto:karen.kill@fwcs.k12.in.us

